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Cover art: The Great Wave off the Coast of Kanagawa, Katsushika Hokusai, 

1831, Woodblock print on paper 

Can you see a mountain in the background?  This print was part of a series called 

Thirty-six Views of Mt. Fuji.  Mountains usually tower above everything.  How is 

this view different?  Are those white sprinkles 1) snow falling on the mountain or 

2) salt spray from the wave? Do you find this scene scary or playful?  Consider 

what the end of the waves look like.  Consider the sun.  Is it shining during a 

storm? Do you see boats?  What are those fishmen thinking?  Try drawing some 

big waves. 

Other art to view:  The Storm on the Sea of Galilee, Rembrandt, 1633, Oil on 

canvas.  Here is another storm.  This one is based on a Bible story.  How are the 

paintings different?  Similar? Hokusai was actually inspired by Dutch masters like 

Rembrandt. 

Waves Breaking, Claude Monet, 1881, Oil on Canvas.  This one is quite different.  

What colors do you see?  Which of these storms would you prefer to be in?  Why? 

Music to Listen to: Overture to the Flying Dutchman by Richard Wagner.  This 

is the opening music to an opera that tells the story of the Captain of the Flying 

Dutchman, doomed to forever sail the seas until a lady swears her love to him.  

Not an easy curse to break when you are only allowed to go on land every 7 years!  

Can you hear the storm tossing the ghost ship in the Overture?  How do you think 

it ends?  Happy or sad?  (Hint: a little of both) 

The Oceanides (Opus 73) by Jean Sibelius.  The Oceanides are mermaids in Greek 

mythology.  Sibelius was crossing the Atlantic Ocean on a ship to the U.S. when he 

was inspired to write this tone poem.  A tone poem is music written for an 

orchestra, in one movement, on a particular theme.  Does this sound l ike 

mermaids?  What instruments do you hear?  Happy violins play the melody.  The 

ocean is represented by cello, timpani, and some woodwinds.  Can you hear them 

swell and surge like waves? 

Find other suggestions at https://www.neveradollmoment.com/how-to-help-

your-kids-enjoy-classical-music/ 

Books to check out:  
Night of the Moonjellies by Mark Shasha 
Shark Lady: The True Story of How Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean's Most Fearless 
Scientist by Jess Keating 
Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau by Jennifer Berne 
Down, Down, Down, A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea by Steve Jenkins 
Where’s the Penguin?  by Nosy Crow (boardbook) 
Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle 
Jenny’s Surprise Summer by Eugenie 
A Day at the Seashore by Kathryn Jackson 
 
Field Trips: Time to head to the shore – or somewhere wet! 
Create a shell collection, grab a net to catch minnows, and build a sand castle. 
Aquariums and sea wildlife rescue stations are great places to visit. 
An aquarium store is lots of fun, too.  Beta fish or hermit crabs are cheap 
investments to try out a pet. 


